48       Pioneers in Tropical America

colours with vegetable dyes and then wove them very
prettily.

When a father was about to marry his daughter
he invited all the natives within twenty miles to a great
feast The men who came to the wedding carried their
axes along with them for working purposes; the women
each brought about half a bushel of maize; the boys, fruit
and roots; the girls, fowls and eggs; none coming empty-
handed. The presents were set down before the door of
the bride's house. Then after an interval all the guests
assembled for the wedding and the bridegroom presented
each man with a calabash of fermented drink, and con-
ducted each one through the house into some open space
behind it. The married women came next, who likewise
received each a calabash of liquor. Lastly came the boys
and young girls, who all drank at the door of the house
and then followed the adults into the open space behind.
After this arrived the bride and bridegroom accompanied
by their fathers, the father of the bridegroom leading his
son, and the father of the bride his daughter. The former
made a speech to the assembled company and danced
about with many wild gestures, till at last his body was
covered with sweat. The bride's father also danced about
for a similar length of time and only stopped when he was
in a condition of excessive perspiration; then he knelt
down and held his daughter. The bridegroom's father
similarly knelt, after handing his son over to the keeping
of the young woman. Bride and bridegroom took each
other by the hand as a symbol of affiance, after which the
bride was returned to her father, and indeed was kept by
him in seclusion for another seven days before she was
finally transferred to her husband.

After the affiance ceremony all the men would take up